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Abstract

Title: Usaliissues in which the preferred opinions (tarjihat) differ between Ibn

Muflih and al-Mardawi
Author: Bilal bin Salih bin Muhammad al-Hawsawi
ORCID ID: 0009-0003-8802-3628
Aim: To identify and analyze usali questions in which two leading authorities of the

Hanbali madhhab diverged in their tarjih (preference among competing views), and to

indicate the position that became settled in the school.

Methodology: A descriptive, inductive survey of the issues where preferences di-

verge, followed by analysis of the underlying rationales and authorities cited.
Results:

- The study identifies 19 issues of divergence, exhibiting varying degrees of disagree-

ment.

- It notes cases where Ibn Muflih prefers a report supported by major authorities
(e.g., al-Qadi), and even remarks that “most of Ahmad’s statements are on it,” yet
al-Mardawi still prefers the opposite view on account of the preponderance among
later Hanbalf jurists.

- Where two positions exist—one adopted by al-Qad, Aba al-Khattab, and Ibn ‘Aqfl,
and the other by al-Muwaffaq (Ibn Qudamah) and al-Tafi—al-Mardawi typically

prefers the former.

Keywords: usaliissues; tarjih (preference); Ibn Muflih; al-Mardawi; Hanbals.

[ Received: 19-7-2025 Accepted: 3-8-2025 j

( doi: 10.63312/2439-003-006-007 )
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